
The Pink Unicorn - Audition Packet for Grandstreet Theatre

The Pink Unicorn is an award-winning solo theatre piece that tells the story of a single mother, living in a small Texas 
town, whose life is thrown into turmoil when her teenage daughter announces she is gender queer.  The audience is 
brought along on the mother’s hilarious and heartfelt journey of acceptance as she joins her child’s fight to start a 
chapter of the Gay and Straight Alliance at the local high school.  

Grandstreet’s production will be an exciting opportunity to simultaneously offer live performances at the theater 
alongside digital performances online.  Join us as we embark on new ways of theatrical storytelling that are better 
suited to our current health restrictions.  

What’s different about this project?  
* A light and flexible rehearsal process!
* Rehearsals will begin online, allowing for safety and flexibility!
* The Pink Unicorn will be presented as a staged reading, requiring little to no memorization!  
* Rehearsals will be limited to only once or twice a week!
* With potentially 4 actresses playing the role, each performer may only be expected to do one show a week!  

The Pink Unicorn
By: Elise Forier Edie
Director: Sarah Butts
Stage Manager: Cayla Clark

Performance Dates
Thursday, January 28th - Sunday, February 14th
(Thursday through Saturday evenings at 7:30pm / Sunday matinees at 2:30pm)
We are considering casting 4 actresses in this role, meaning each actress would only be expected to perform 1 show 
a week!  

Video Auditions
We are only accepting video submissions via video.  Audition Videos must be received by Monday, November 30th at 
7:00PM in order to be considered for casting.  Please follow these guidelines when preparing and submitting your 
audition video:

* Record yourself performing one of the monologues included below
* You are not required to memorize your audition monologue
* Please introduce yourself at the beginning of your video
* Use a well lit room so we can clearly see your face
* Email your audition video to jeff@grandstreettheatre.com by 7:00pm on November 30th
* Include your completed Audition Form as an attachment with your audition video email

Rehearsal Dates
Rehearsals are scheduled to begin the week of December 7th.  Rehearsals will begin via Zoom and each performer 
will only be expected to rehearse once or twice a week.  

Audition Form
Those who audition must submit The Pink Unicorn Audition Form as an attachment with your audition video email.  
Forms can be downloaded from the Grandstreet Theatre website: www.grandstreettheatre.com  This form has 
important calendar and schedule information that is necessary for the casting process.

What to Prepare
This audition packet includes everything you need for your audition.  Please choose ONE of the monologues from 
this packet to prepare for your auditions.

Seeking the Following Role
Trisha Lee - a middle aged single mother in a small southern town.  She is a fiercely loving and dedicated mom who 
has never had a reason to question her conservative religious upbringing until her daughter comes out as gender 
queer.  Though she struggles to make ends meet, she has a charming and comedic sensibility, a positive attitude and 
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an open heart.  She is a courageous champion for her child, in spite of her own struggle with the news and the 
aggressive pushback and pressure from her community. 

Tech Week
January 24, 2021 - January 27, 2021
Each actress will only have ONE rehearsal during Tech Week.  Tech week is the final week of the rehearsal process 
where all of the technical elements of the show are put in place.  

Safety Policies
Everyone who auditions for The Pink Unicorn must be willing to follow our safety policies for rehearsals and 
performances, which include wearing a mask at all times while at Grandstreet facilities.  Rehearsals will begin online.  
In person rehearsals will always be limited to 3 or 4 people and will take place in the auditorium to allow for social 
distancing.  Anyone experiencing symptoms or who has had possible exposure to Covid-19 must stay home and 
notify the production team immediately.  

Remember!
Casting is subjective and completely based on someone else’s opinion.  Sometimes casting decisions are based on 
age, looks, height, or how you look next to other cast members.  You will not get cast in every role you want and 
sometimes you won’t get cast at all.  If you are not cast in this show, you should still celebrate the fact that you gave it 
your best shot.  If it doesn’t work out this time, we hope to see you at the next audition. 

For questions or more information, please contact Jeff Downing, Artistic Director at 442-4270 or email 
jeff@grandstreettheatre.com   

PLEASE CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MONOLOGUES FOR YOUR AUDITION

MONOLOGUE #1: (Pg 4) 
Then one day-- maybe a week before school?--Jolene sits me down all serious you know, at the table, and leans 
across with her big blue eyes and tells me that she thought she would go to her new school –that’s the high school--
as a person without a gender. 

She said she thought she would go to high school as a “gender neutral person.” And when I said, “What do you 
mean?” she said, “I don’t see gender anymore. Whether somebody’s a boy or a girl don’t make no difference to me.” 
Then she says, “Oh. By the way, I’m not a girl, Mama. Or, I’m not all girl. I’m a boy, too.”

Now. I want her to be herself. And not be afraid to say who she is. I also want her to be happy. And successful. And 
fulfilled. And healthy. So, all I was thinking to myself in that moment, and really this is exactly what I was thinking, I 
was thinking, “Oh, shit.” 

I was scared. I was very scared. Because you know what I wanted to do right in that moment? I wanted to beat her 
until she started acting right. I really did. But I didn’t. 

mailto:jeff@grandstreettheatre.com
mailto:jeff@grandstreettheatre.com


MONOLOGUE #2: (Pg 10) 
The following Sunday, I took my place in the usual pew, and when it come time for Pastor Dick’s sermon, I settled 
back and hoped he’d hurry it up so I could get home to lunch.

He started off a little unusual, with a history lesson about the Nazis. Pastor Dick said in Germany all the big church 
leaders endorsed Hitler, because they sided with popular opinion, instead of sticking with the word of Jesus. But then 
Pastor Dick said that’s just exactly what the USA Presbyterians had done, when they let all them queers into the 
ministry. They had gone with what was popular, instead of with what was right.

Then he said, “Well folks, we’re not going to be popular here. No, sir. We ain’t gonna let no LGBTQ into this church 
and we’re not gonna let them lead this church.” 

Then he said something about singing hymn number eleven-sixty-seven, and I thought I was gonna be sick. I mean, I 
thought I literally was gonna upchuck right in Mandy Sweet’s beehive, and I stood up, and I opened my mouth…but I 
did not vomit. Instead, this little shaking voice came out, saying, “Excuse me, Pastor Dick?” And I just went right on 
talking. I said, “Since when has allowing gays in our church become a popular opinion? Because the last time I 
checked, the LGBTQIA wasn’t popular with anyone, anywhere at all.” And if you don’t believe me, I thought, why don’t 
you ask my child why she is starting a Gay and Straight Alliance at Sparkton High?

MONOLOGUE #3: (Pg 27) 
My mama said, “Trisha. Ain’t you going to ask us to sit down?”

And I said, “No. I didn’t invite you and I’m too dang tired to be polite. Just get on with it, Mama.”

So she did. She said, “Pastor Dick and I are very worried about you and Jolene. We think you’ve lost your way.” And 
just in case I don’t know what they’re getting on about, Pastor Dick whips out his big old Bible and slams it on the 
kitchen counter.

I said to Pastor Dick and my Mama, “St. Paul himself says in Galatians, God don’t care whether you’re a Jew or a 
Greek, or a slave or a free, or a man or a woman. All of us are one in Christ. So if God don’t care if Jo’s a man or a 
woman, why should I? Ain’t it my job just to love her? Ain’t that your job, too?”

My mama said, “So you want Jolene to be a freak of nature? Is that what you’re saying, Trisha?” And I said, “No, 
Mama. No. I never wanted this. I wish to God I never heard of genderqueer. It makes me sick to think on it, and it 
makes me sick to look at Jolene half the time.” And I was gonna say more, there was a big old “BUT” on the tip of my 
tongue, but right then I see my mama’s looking over my shoulder with this gleam in her eye. And she says, “Why 
hello, Jolene. We are so glad you could join us in this conversation.” And I turn around and there’s my baby, with 
tears in her blue eyes, standing in the doorway, having just heard her own mama say it makes her sick to look at her.

MONOLOGUE #4: 
On the day of the protest, it rained. It rained enough to drown a flock of turkeys. And the lesbian underground railroad 
and the GSA Brain Trust stood in that rain. And I stood there, too… And hundreds and hundreds of people stood with 
us! 

And my Jo made a speech. Spiked hair. Blue blazer. My little Jo of Arc. 

This is what she said: “That’s right. We’re different. We’re different and y’all wish we would go away. But I’m standing 
out here in the rain, in front of the school superintendent’s building, because I stand on the shoulders of my 
forefathers, who believed that different oughta be allowed. They wrote that down in documents they called the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. And those documents are a great light in this 
world. And today, I am standing in the rain, demanding that you, the school superintendent of Sparkton, that you 
uphold that light and honor the civil rights of all the students at Sparkton High School, no matter how different they 
may be.”

And everybody cheered. And then Jo said a whole lot more. And I just stood there and I thought—now how in the 
world did I ever think that child was anything other than beautiful?


